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Bev’s Message
 
Optometry has not escaped the economic slowdown being experienced worldwide at present. Practitioners are universally sharpening their pencils and refining their businesses in order to offer better value to precious customers. It is imperative in these circumstances to retain existing customers who are more difficult and more costly to replace in a shrinking market. Good experienced personnel play a key role in this endeavour and consequently good recruitment practices are imperative. 
  
At Bev Meekel Consulting we pride ourselves on the care we take to select the best candidates for our clients who rely on our selection processes. We have an extensive database of applicants whose attributes are documented and checked, as well as a continuous flow of new applicants. This gives us a significant advantage in short listing the most suitable skills and personalities suited to our clients needs in the shortest time. Our confidence in our recruitment process enables us to warrant suitability and to fulfil that warranty should the need arise. 
  
Bev Meekel Consulting is in an excellent position to take the stress out of locating top people for the profession and enabling practitioners to concentrate on delivering competitive services that can make a positive difference. 
  
In addition we have some excellent opportunities for exceptional people. Have a look at our Top Jobs and Candidate Emporium below for a current selection from our database. 



International Perspective

 
Australia & New Zealand 
We have good employment and partnership opportunities in Australia and our office in New Zealand is operational and waiting to assist those interested in working there. Bev Meekel Consulting has a wealth of knowledge about the ‘in’s and out’s’ of working in Australia and New Zealand and is ready to assist you in planning your career there. Remember that optometrists have some advantages in accumulating the points required for immigration into Australia and that there are qualifying exams to be written. Bev can advise and assist you in these issues. 
  

 
United Kingdom 

The changes to the visa requirement for the UK that were mentioned in our previous newsletter are now a reality. Working holiday visas are no longer available and employment of foreign nationals by UK employers is regulated. Prospective employers have to apply for consent to employ foreigners and applicants for work permits are required to meet formal criteria that are evaluated on a points system. In spite of the new regulations there are still many good opportunities for South African optometrists in the UK . Contact Bev or Marli at our offices for more detailed information. You are reminded that South African visitors to the UK , including transit visitors, also require visas which must be applied for in South Africa . 
  
 
The Netherlands 
Opportunities are available in Holland for South African registered optometrists prepared to take a one-year employment contract (renewable). This is a significant development in that no capital or ownership is involved.   
In addition there are also practice joint-venture partnership / ownership options available. 
  

Trinidad &Tobago
Many opportunities exist for South African registered optometrists and dispensing opticians.  The vacancies are for a minimum one-year contract.  Packages include accommodation, car and medical insurance.   These are great jobs and many South Africans who have worked there have extended their contracts.  Definitely worth considering!
 
For further information about any of the above visit www.optivet.co.za Contact Bev or Marli 011 468 3134 
Email bev@optivet.co.za marli@optivet.co.za 





 
International Qualifying Exams

 
Australia & New Zealand 
The next OCANZ written exams will take place in Johannesburg on the 8th, 9th, and 10th of September 2009. 
The closing date for applications is 10 August 2009. Application Form 2 to be received by 13 July (Fee Aus$ 105 Not refundable). 
The clinical skills testing will be conducted either in Sydney or Melbourne on 17 November (Fee Aus $1550). 
The patient examination skills testing on 26 and 27 November (Fee Aus $2195). The closing date for applications for the practical examinations is 19 October 2009. 
  
Ireland   
The Opticians Board in Ireland no longer conduct their own examinations for foreign optometrists wishing to work in Ireland . Practitioners wanting to work in Ireland are now required to take the UK qualifying examination for non- EU/EEA qualified optometrists before they can practise in Ireland . 
  

United Kingdom 

The next UK ( College of Optometrists ) examinations will take place in London during June 2009. 
  
MeetOnline! Live Lectures for Non EEA/EU Qualified Optometrists 

Following on the success of the Preparation Seminars presented by Bev Meekel Consulting, UK based training company, CLEARVIEW Training are hosting a series of online interactive live lectures in May and June for practitioners planning to sit the UK’s examinations for Non-EEA Qualified Optometrists. 
 
All presenters are current College of Optometrists Examiners and emphasis will be placed on exam format, typical questions and pass/fail criteria, providing you with the knowledge and understanding of UK based optometric practice. 
 
MeetOnline! Live Lectures may be accessed from anywhere in the world. All you need is a broadband connection, and an internet telephone / VOIP connection (such as Skype).  And if the hours do not suit you, then all lectures are recorded! 
 
Listen to Jane Macnaughton host an ‘Introduction to the NonEEA Exams’ Lecture (90 minutes) for free by visiting the CLEARVIEW Training website.   
  
Text books for the UK syllabus and study assistance material for both the UK and OCANZ exams are available ex-stock from Bev Meekel Consulting. Click here for details. 
  
Please contact Bev if you would like to be kept updated about the UK or OCANZ exams.
  




  
Annual Salary Survey



 
The great response to the first annual salary survey for retail eye care was most encouraging.  The 2009 survey is underway and details will be published in the June issue of EyeCare Africa publication. Practitioners and practice managers who submit completed questionnaires will again be entered in a draw for a valuable prizes. 
  


 
Above: Bev Meekel presents a Garmin Nuvi 200 GPS to Rene Vrey, the winner of the 2008 draw.
 
Questionnaires are available at www.optivet.co.za as well as the full results of the 2008 survey.  Don’t delay – enter today.
 




Dispensing Opticians

  
The Cape Peninsula University of Technology, Department of Ophthalmic Sciences is pleased to announce the commencement of the National Diploma: Optical Dispensing Part-Time programme in Johannesburg . The first module will start on the 1st/2nd August 2009 and the venue will be the Auckland Park campus of the University of Johannesburg . 
  
Applications are now invited for the programme. Further details and schedule of fees are available on the Programme website available at: http://info.cput.ac.za/prospectus/qual.php?q=114&f=5 
  
For further information about the part-time optical dispensing course, please contact Marli by email at marli@optivet.co.za or telephonically at 011 468 3134.   
 


 
 

Current news at BMC

 
Ever wondered what motivates Bev Meekel? Click here for a recent interview published in Eyesite. 





 
Equipment for Sale 

 
At present there is a good selection of practice equipment for sale. Please click here for full details. 





 
Practices for Sale 

A large variety of practices are for sale throughout South Africa .   From high-end / high value exclusive practices in major city malls to practices in country towns and rural areas. 
  
Click here to view practices for sale or telephone Bev on 011 468 3134 to discuss your requirements in confidence. 
  
Top city practices available in Bloemfontein , Johannesburg North, Cape Town and Durban .
  



Locum Optometrists

 

Experienced Optometrist – Pretoria 
This locally and internationally experienced optometrist is currently available until June 2009. Contact Steph at 011 468 3134 for more information. 
  
BMC has a comprehensive register of optometrists available to do locum work throughout Southern Africa .  Contact us to select & book your locum.  




Candidate Emporium

Listed below are descriptions of a small selection of the exceptional candidates that we have in our database at present.  Should you be interested, contact our consultants who can arrange for you to interview the candidate most suited to your requirements. 
  

Experienced Practice Assistant – Cape Town 
This top candidate has 7 years experience in retail optics. She has the ability to take your practice’s service to a new level. Contact Lauren on 011 468 3134 to arrange an interview.
 

 


Experienced Practice Assistant – Johannesburg West / North
Highly skilled candidate with over 8 years optical and corporate experience seeks employment in a busy, upmarket practice. She has both management and training experience. Call Lauren on 011 468 3134 to arrange an interview. 
  

Experienced Practice Manager – Johannesburg North
This highly capable manager has more than 8 years experience in optics. In addition to great management skills she can also handle dispensing, lab and frontline. Email Lauren at lauren@optivet.co.za for more information. 
 
 

Experienced Optometrist – Western Cape 
Optometrist with 3 years experience and strong practice management skills seeks partnership opportunity in the Western Cape . He would be ideally suited to a busy, family practice and is looking for long term security and good future prospects within the practice. Contact Lauren on 011 468 3134 to discuss. 
  
  

Experienced Optometrist – Cape Town 
Young, dynamic optometrist with just over one year’s experience seeks full time employment with opportunities for advancement. She also has management experience and fantastic people skills. Contact Lauren on 011 468 3134 to arrange an interview. 
 


Experienced Optometrist – Durban 
This vibrant and skilled optometrist has 4 years experience. She is an energetic and professional optometrist with extensive experience in orthokeratology. She also has a great interest in Low Vision and Paediatrics.   Contact Steph on 011 468 3134. 
  

Experienced Practice Assistant – Durban 
A skilled and experienced practice assistant with a great-track record is available for positions in the Durban Westville area. A good all-rounder, this superb candidate has done everything from reception to debtors and creditors. Contact Steph at 011 468 3134. 
  
 


Experienced Optometrist - Mpumalanga 
This superb candidate has 4 years experience in a busy practice. Her focus is service excellence, and she likes to be involved in every aspect of the practice. She seeks full time employment in Mpumalanga . Contact Steph on 011 468 3134 to arrange an interview. 
  

Experienced Optometrist - Mpumalanga 
Skilled in contact lens fitting and with a special interest in the elderly this determined and focused optometrist with 5 years experience seeks a good business opportunity in Mpumalanga . Email steph@optivet.co.za for more information about this top candidate.    
 

 


Optometrist - Bloemfontein 
Determination and integrity are the hallmarks of this recently qualified optometrist who is available for employment opportunities in the Bloemfontein area. Call Steph on 011 468 3134 to arrange an interview. 
 

 


Experienced Dispensing Optician – Pretoria 
This warm and charming Dispensing Optician has a good grasp of technology combined with excellent sales and management experience on a national level. Email steph@optivet.co.za for a comprehensive cv. 
 

 


Practice Assistant - Centurion 
Top notch practice assistant with 6 years international dispensing and research experience, is looking for employment in the Centurion area. Contact Steph on 011 468 3134 for further information. 
 

 


Optometrist – Pretoria East 
Award winning optometrist and manager who consistently increases practice performance and gets top performance from her staff, seeks permanent employment. Contact Steph for detailed cv and to arrange an interview. 
  

Experienced Laboratory Manager – Western Cape 
Eighteen years experience in optical laboratories with excellent technical skills, Lab manager is looking for permanent employment in the Western Cape .  He also has good sales, marketing and customer service experience.  Contact Marli at 011 468 3134. 
  
  

 Sales Representative - Johannesburg 
Candidate has very good sales and marketing experience and good knowledge of the optical industry. Contact Marli at 011 468 3134 to arrange an interview. 
  

  


Experienced Sales Representative – Durban/Johannesburg 
Professionally minded and well known throughout the industry, has over six years experience as Sales Representative and very good business acumen. Contact marli@optivet.co.za for more information about this top candidate. 
  

Distribution Manager – Johannesburg 
Experienced and trained abroad, this sales and marketing manager specializes in the importation and 
distribution of medical ophthalmic equipment. Contact marli@optivet.co.za. 




 
Top Jobs – South Africa 

Listed below is a selection of the many local and international opportunities that are included in our database at present. More information is available from Bev, Marli, Lauren or Steph or on www.optivet.co.za
 

Optometrist – Johannesburg East
Junior optometrist required for a well located practice. Great prospects for the right person. Contact Steph on 011 468 3134.
 

Lab Technician – Johannesburg South 
Candidate must be skilled in rimless and semi rimless fitting. Computer literacy and sales experience will be an advantage. Contact Steph on 011 468 3134.  
  

Partner/Optometrist – Kokstad
This is an excellent opportunity. A 50% partnership is on offer to a suitable optometrist in this new practice. Experience is not a requirement. Apply now by contacting Steph on 011 468 3134 or email her at steph@optivet.co.za 
  

Optometrist – Botswana 
This employment opportunity is offered to optometrists who are Botswana citizens. Experience is not a criteria for selection. Good package includes transport and accommodation. Contact Steph on 011 468 3134 or email her at steph@optivet.co.za 
 

 


Sales Representative - Gauteng 
Experienced sales representative required with good knowledge of the optical industry by frame distributor to sell up market products. Contact Marli who can give you more details. 011 468 3134 or marli@optivet.co.za 
  
  

Sales Representative – Johannesburg 
Established frame distributor urgently requires a dynamic Sales Representative based in Johannesburg to service existing client base as well as source new business. Very good opportunity. Contact Marli on 011 468 3134 or marli@optivet.co.za 
 
 


Sales Representative - Gauteng 
Experienced representative required to sell top fashion frame brand. Good package offered. Contact Marli on 011 468 3134 or marli@optivet.co.za 
  

Sales Representative – Gauteng / Cape Town 
Excellent opportunity for young go-getters in Sales and Marketing. Contact marli@optivet.co.za for more information. 
 

Optometrist – Cape Town 
Top end practice in the city bowl area has a vacancy for an enthusiastic, experienced optometrist. Lovely working hours.  Salary commensurate with experience.  Contact Lauren at Lauren@optivet.co.za or 011 468 3134. 
 

Optometrist – Cape Town 
Part time position exists for an optometrist with one to two year’s experience at an upmarket ophthalmology practice in the city bowl area. Successful applicant will act as an assistant to the ophthalmologist. No refractions, full training provided.  Good communication skills and ability to handle pressure are essential. Salary package negotiable. Contact Lauren at  011 468 3134 or email lauren@optivet.co.za 
 

Optometrist – Namibia 
Dedicated and experienced optometrist required for practice in Windhoek .  Great package offered to the right candidate. Assistance with work permit and accommodation arranged. Contact Lauren at Lauren@optivet.co.za or 011 468 3134 




 
Top Jobs - International 
Many stimulating opportunities are available in Australia , New Zealand , United Kingdom , Ireland , Scotland , Holland and Trinidad .  The contract positions in Trinidad and Holland do not require additional qualifications. Click here for more detailed descriptions of these opportunities on our website. Contact Bev Meekel on 011 468 3134 or bev@optivet.co.za.  Below are a selection of positions available in the UK , Republic of Ireland and Trinidad &Tobago. 
  

  


SINGAPORE – TOP JOB 
Dynamic , energetic, marketing orientated optometrist sought for multi-national optical company. 
Encumbent would be required to travel extensively throughout South East Asia, North Asia, India and 
Africa . 
Excellent communication skills, good track-record plus relevant experience, skills & education necessary. 
Great opportunity! Contact Bev 011 468 3134 / 082 889 1152 
  
  


UNITED KINGDOM - London 
GOC registered optometrist required for top central London practice. State-of-the-art equipment and excellent working conditions. Start ASAP. Good package & future prospects offered. The position is currently open so contact Bev now for more details on 011 468 3134 or click here to email.
  
  


UNITED KINGDOM - London 
Optometrist, not necessarily registered with the GOC, but in possession of EU passport, working holiday visa etc. required for clinical advisory position in top central London practice. Would suit optometrist currently in the UK . For more details on 011 468 3134 or click here to email Bev.
  
  

UK – England East Coast
Optometrists required by established practices, both private.  Excellent prospects and great packages.  Contact Bev for more details on 011 468 3134 or click here to e-mail 
 

UK – Kent 
Established practices in Kent require GOC registered optometrists to join their group.  Contact Bev for more details on 011 468 3134 or click here to e-mail 
  

TRINDAD & TOBAGO (CARIBBEAN / WEST INDIES ) 
Optometrists & Dispensing Opticians - Trinidad & Tobago, West Indies 
Opportunities available for one-year contracts which are renewable. Packages include accommodation, transport, air ticket and medical insurance. These positions offer excellent experience in this interesting region. Contact Bev or Marli for more details on 011 468 3134 or click here to e-mail. 
 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Opportunities for minimum one year working contracts as well as practice ownership options (joint venture partnership) exist throughout the Netherlands . Contact Bev for more details on 011 468 3134 or click here to e-mail. 
  
  

AUTSTRALA & NEW ZEALAND
Practice ownership / partnership opportunities are available for OCANZ registered optometrists throughout Australia and New Zealand . 
  
Employment contracts available for OCANZ registered optometrists in major cities, towns and rural areas throughout Australia and New Zealand . Contact Bev for more details on 011 468 3134 or click here to e-mail. 
 

   

MAURITIUS
One year contract positions (renewable) for optometrists currently available. Air ticket, accommodation and car will be provided.   
 

All arrangements coordinated by BMC.    Good salary package.  
Great opportunity to spread your wings! Contact Bev for more details on 011 468 3134 or click here to e-mail. 
  





	



  
  

